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CHAP. IV. 

Jofeph' s Journey into Egypt, and bis Circumfi m 
there , &c. 

TT7 E left old Jacob in great diftrefs, on at* 
▼ V count of the fuppofed death of his fonj 
With an heart overcharged with grief, and eyes 
flowing with tears, he fpent many a painful daj 
and fleeplefs night. 

Jofeph the meanwhile was conduced as a com- 
mon Have to the chief city of Egypt. Here, it is 
true, he had an opportunity of feeing magnifi- 
cence, which till now he was quite unacquainted 
with. But fuch fights mud: be better calculated 
to increafe, than alleviate his mifery. We may 
picture to ourfelves the fituation of the young 
man, without friend or proteftor, expofed in the 
common market place to the infults of the fur- 

round* 
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Hinf croud, and offered to file by a mattery 
Tf cS could only be exceeded by that of 
tbrothers. who betrayed him into his hands. 

The beauty of his perfon, and the gracefulnefs 

of his deportment, took the attention of one 
of King PhaiaoVs Captains, whofe name was 
Potiphar. This man wanting a fervant, im- 
mediately purchafed the Hebrew Captive , for by 
that term Jofeph was now called. Thus our 

hero entered upon his ftate of fervitude, which, 

if viewed in a proper light, is certainly one of 
themoft illuftrious periods of his life. His afii- 
duity and abilities not only gained him the affec- 
tion, but the confidence of his mafter ; and to 
ofe the words of the facred hiftorian, “The Lord 
was with him, and made whatever he did to prof- 
pen” 

Indeed, whatever fome wicked men may fay, 
they are the mod likely to be good fervants, who 

fear 







